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A Perspective and Review on the Development of Sericulture and
Apiculture Industry in Taiwan
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Abstract

Taiwan locates at sub-tropical and tropic region. The warm and humid weather provides
an ideal condition for sericulture year long. The traditional sericulture industry in Taiwan
focuses on applications related to apparel and comforter business. However, it is a very labor-
intensive industry and therefore sericulture in Taiwan is no longer competitive under this
circumstance. Recent years our team have been actively focused on exploring new utility and
industry (i.e., sericulture-based biotechnology) for sericulture and have made tremendous
progress. We aim to revive the sericulture industry in Taiwan and enhance its economic value.

Bees are important pollinators. Their well-being is deeply tied with the thriving of
agriculture industry and therefore are called “the wings of agriculture”. There are more
than forty different crops that rely on bee pollination and the total economic values sum up
to approximately twenty to thirty billion dollars. In addition to pollination, bees provide
multiple valuable natural products and therefore are called “the friends of health”. The
apiculture industry in Taiwan is easily affected by climate change, insecticide pollution, and
the fluctuating flowering rate of honey-producing plants. Because of these influencing factors,
the performance and the growth of apiculture industry is affected and fluctuating. Government

institutes should pay more attention on this issue to protect and promote the apiculture industry.

Key words: Sericulture, apiculture, Taiwan
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