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The Relationship Between Frogs and their Environment in
Taiwan

Yi-Ju Yang
National Dong Hwa University, Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Studies,

Taiwan, R.O.C., Associate Professor

Abstract

Frogs are ectothermic animals and rely on their moist skins to breathe, so their activities
are influenced significantly by temperature and humidity. The life cycle of a frog involves
water and land; they are supersensitive to changes in their environment and are important
indicators of the environment. There are 36 frog species in Taiwan, among which, 14 species
are endemic. Frogs in Taiwan are mostly distributed at the mountainous areas below 500 meters
in elevation, and the moister the environment is, the more frog species there are. Different
species have different needs for water. In Taiwan, frogs are divided into three categories:
aquatic, amphibian, and terrestrial. And based on the types of water areas, the breeding sites
of frogs are categorized as lotic, lentic, terrestrial, and arboreal. Frogs play an important role
in the ecosystem; but due to the development of industry and cities, their populations have
declined worldwide. Encouraging the public to care for and conserve the frogs around us is a
key way to carry on frog conservation.

Keywords: Frogs in Taiwan, Frogs and environment, Biodiversity conservation
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