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A Study on Extended Problems of Betel Nut Plantation

Jaung-Pey Lin
CFarestry Research Institvete af Tatwan Taipeid

Abstract  Betel nut is called green gold. Due to easy planting,low cost ,and high profit of betel
nut,the farmer liked to plant betel palm very much. The area of betel palm plantation of Taj-
wan increased rapidly without extention government and reached to 56 542 hm®in 1997, Annual
product income of betel nut which was next 1o that of paddy was over 13. 3 billion dellars af NT
and was 4. 24 of total agricultural product. The economic value of betel nut was the firet grade
among that of fruits in Taiwan. Because of many people chewing betel nut, needs and benefits
of planting palm were very high. There are one million peaple working for betel nut and its rel-
ative trades. The retail stands of betel nut were set up over four hundred thousand. The prociuc-
tion and sale of betel nut have caused many social problems ,such as slopeland conservation,
public health,cancer discase,public security,and business management. This paper was to dis-
cuss vegetation characteristics, plantation and caring, production and marketing , retail stand
management ,public health and security,and the social problems for betel nut. Then . the better
methods to solve these problems of hctql nut were also suggested.
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